
Understanding the Rewilding of Cape Cod: A curriculum unit for 
middle school learners

Timeline Activity



Modifications

To make a local connection, have students look up local conservation acts that have 
had an impact on your watershed. Help them to see how locally they have had positive 
or negative impacts on the bigger picture.

Estimated Time: 3-4 classes (4-5 hours)

This lesson and activity will provide students with an understanding of how we 
got to where we are today.



Rewilding Cape Cod: Interview with John King

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bo2CXb8EwbI&t=140s


KWL Worksheet

Independent Work for 5 minutes

Class Discussion for 5 minutes

How does the video interview relate to the article from yesterday?

Remember: In the article, we learned from scientists that white 
sharks are increasing in numbers.



Let’s build a timeline!

As a class, we review several historical events that have led to the Cape Cod 
region being a place known for it’s wildlife.

Students will be expected to find 5 additional events to add to their timeline 
from resources provided and from their own research. 
- A total of at least 16 events should be on the timeline.

For each point on the timeline, students need to have at least two bullets 
outlining the significance of that event, as well as a visual to represent that 
event





Questions to ask as you identify events for your timeline

How did this event effect the Atlantic Ocean?

How did this event effect the environment of Cape Cod?

How did this event effect wildlife on Cape Cod?

How did this event effect how people and wildlife interact around Cape Cod?

If the event doesn't provide context to answer one of the questions 
above, is it really relevant to your timeline?
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https://www.bu.edu/articles/2020/great-white-sharks-new-england/


Classwork

Independent research
• Use class time to research historical events, legislation, development, etc. that 

would have had an effect on wildlife in the region of Cape Cod.
• Think BIG
• Think LOCAL

• Are there organizations that were formed or dismantled that could 
have had an impact?

Exit Ticket
All students need to submit one event, that is different from what 

was presented in class by the video or slide presentation.
Be sure to include the date, a description of the event, and how it 

affected wildlife!
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Building a timeline, as a CLASS


